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a - Among the most Pvteeeutitie developments 
- in the religious life of the Forces are the 
esidential courses devoted to instruction in 
he Christian Faith. In Spiritual Issues 
o. 182 we reported a_ residential pre- 
Confirmation school attended by about 100 
men. The Methodist Recorder (September 
th) describes a similar course of instruction 
n preparation for Church aap 
rranged by Free Church chaplains in a c 
tain Command. ~We quote from the article: 
“Bach chaplain in this command who 
elonged to the three sections of the Royal 
Army Chaplains’ Department (Church of 
Scotland, Methodist and_United Board, con- 
_ sisting of Baptists and ongregationalists) 
was notified of the course and requested to 
send the names of selected men. Many of 
these men had already received preliminary 
instruction by their own chaplains. Each 


a 


the unit to secure his recommendation. 
er 100 names were sent forward. The 
ay authorities of the district gave the 
“course the same care in preparation as any 
er course. Special leave was granted to 
ttend the course so that ordinary leave was 
affected. Free railway warrants were 
ued ; board and lodging provided—and the 
als were good! Exactly the same facilities 
accorded to these men to attend this 
‘course as are common to all other courses. 

he men arrived on the Thursday eve- 
_ After supper, they were given an 
al welcome by the Brigadier of the dis- 
and the Staff Officer concerned with all 
ngements. The evening closed with 


feat 


name was submitted to the Officer Command- - 


SEPTEMBER 1L6th, 1943 


‘RELIGION IN THE FORCES 


‘Chaplains Write of Present Progress and Concern for the Future 


prayers and an address by the Senior Chap- 
lain of the district. On the Friday they 
received a visit from the Deputy Chaplain- 
General, who gave them two inspiring mes- 
sages ‘which will long be remembered by 
them. At specific times during the day they 
divided into their denominational groups, 
when addresses were given by their own 
chaplains on subjects appropriate to the 
course.” 

The article relates how the course was con- 
tinued over the week-end and how reception 
services were held for the various Churches 
concerned, and how the whole course ended _ 
with a united service conducted by the 
Church of Scotland Senior Chaplain. 

The writer of the article (who was pres- | 
ent) concludes: “I have known many im- 
pressive gatherings in my service in the 


Army, but surely none so historic from the 


Army point of view or of such great possi- 
bilities from the point of view of the 
Church.” 


Concern for the Future 


Some chaplains are so impressed by the 
opportunities presented to them that they are 
concerned as to how they can be carried over 
into peace-time conditions. Thus a chaplain 
writing in The Baptist Times (September 
9th) states: “I have managed to gain a hear- 
ing for Christianity and Christ. I like the 
men; they like me. My C.O. is a Christian and 
co-operates 100 per cent. .. . We’ve had a 
tough time and I’ve aged a little, but the fire 
still burns. I’m troubled about one thing. 
What’s going to happen to these men after — 
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the war?.. 


- Holy Synod. 


because they know me and they’ve lived with 
me. We’ve roughed it together. We’ve gone 
through the same hells. I’m 
But when they go home and attend church, 
what then? Everything is so strikingly 
different and respectable. It’s a parson who 
confronts them in the pulpit, and he doesn’t 
share their life or their dangers and insecur- 
ities. What are we going to do about it? 
“Don’t ask me now for constructive ideas 
—they’re still being born, and I’m still 
searching men’s minds for light. In the line 
I had what I called ‘family prayers.’ It was 
entirely voluntary, and I held it when and 
where I could.- It was a company service, 
sometimes a platoon service—i.e., for 100 or 
30 men as happened to be the case. It was 
quite informal. We couldn’t sing because it 


_ gave away our position. The service was 


thus: Short prayer, reading, short address, 
family prayers and the Lord’s Prayer, Bless- 
ing. It was short—about 20 minutes, some- 
times shorter. Everyone came—Roman 
Catholics as well. If four or five days elapsed 
and I happened to miss a company, I was 
requested to go. Men asked for New Testa- 
ments and read them. They prayed and they 
were interested deeply. They lived differently 


afterwards. God became real to them. 


“Is it possible to approach the problem 
along this particular line—i.e., the kind of 
service? Is that where the problem lies? 


“Is it that parsons cannot share a man’s 


civilian life as we share his Army life? Can 
that be rectified? I’ve learned a lot, and 
unlearned a lot. I’ve budged not an inch on 
essentials. I’m more certain of God than 
ever I was. I’m going to have a go at this 
thing after the way.” 


BRITISH WELCOME TO RUSSIAN 
RELIGIOUS CHANGES 


The religious press of Great Britain gave 
a unanimous welcome to the news from 
Russia concerning the election of a Patriarch 
of all Russia and the re-establishment of the 
(It ‘was ‘subsequently - an- 
nounced, as was expected, that the Metro- 
politan of Moscow, Sergius, had been 
appointed as Patriarch.) 

Writing on this subject, The Church Times 
(September 10th) stated: “This notable 
event comes as a climax in a series of 
measures which have expressed a growing 
tolerance of religion in Russia. The change 


of attitude has been marked since Germany’s 


violent and treacherous attack set Russia 
fighting for her life; but it began before the 
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. T’ve got influence with them | 


(0) 
‘Soviet Gover nthent: 
‘their’ padre. 


“No doubt. the patriotignt of ‘Russian 
Churchmen has accelerated the pace, for 
they have shown in many ways and to a © 
degree which puts the fact beyond dispute ~ 
that their religious convictions are consistent — 
with support of the Soviet régime. More 
than that, since the Locum Tenens’ procla- 
mation at the outbreak of war, the whole 
country and spiritual force of the Russian 
Church have been behind their Government 
in the defence of their country.” 

In a leading article headed “Great News 
From Russia,” The Christian World (Sep- 
tember 9th) wrote: “The historian of .a 
hundred years hence will probably say that 
the greatest news of the last week was not 
the news of the invasion of Italy, or the 
onward sweep of the Russian armies, but the 
interview on Saturday between Marshal 
Stalin and the three Metropolitans of the 
Russian Orthodox Church.” The article 
went on: “Russian Orthodox Christians have 
found themselves able to throw in their lot 
with their non-Christian fellow-countrymen 
in the great adventure of building a new 
order of society in Russia. They have come 
to see that Christian Faith is independent of 
political. changes and that the Church of 
Christ has no need to buttress itself with 
secular power and patronage. It is not the 
old Tsarist Church which now regains its full 
liberty in Russia. It is a Church which has 
passed through deep waters which may well 
prove to have been the waters of a new 
baptism. Free Churchmen in this country. 
will, of course, await with great interest any 
news which may come from Russia as to the 
position of dissenting Churches.” 


GERMAN BISHOPS AGAIN 
CONDEMN RACIALISM 


The Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Germany, at their meeting at Fulda in 
August last, issued a Pastoral Letter which 
was. ordered to be read in the pulpits on 
August 29th. The letter constitutes yet 
another condemnation of the principles 
underlying Nazi philosophy. In particular, 
the letter criticises the “Blood and Soil’ 
religion of the Nazis, and pleads for the | 
defence of Christian principles in youth © 
training. As is well known, this latter point 
has for long been one of the major issues © 
between the Nazis and the resisting elements 
in-the German Christian Churches, Gathane 
and Protestant. 
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Shristianily 3 Not a Misfertine” 


“For the fourth ‘time in this terrible war, 
the Bishops are kneeling by the tomb of St. 

oniface. The creed which he proclaimed 
and for which he died a martyr has vindi- 
cated itself throughout the centuries. During 


’ the ages in which Christian religious life and 


| 


oo > 
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Only the Christian faith and God’s 
mandments are the bedrock on which truth, 
right and _ justice, 
authority and discipline, any righteous and 
happy life, and any ordered form of com-. 
- munity life must be based and anchored. 

_ Return to the Lord your God—thus our own 
_ time also calls to us in momentous earnest: 
_ The call goes out to all who have forsaken 
_ the one true and living God, Creator, Father 
and Judge of.all men, to all who do not heed 
God nor any of God’s Commandments; to 
all who want to raise hatred instead of love, 
} force instead of justice, expediency instead 


Christian morality flourished, this Christian 
creed was a beneficial agency which brought 
its blessings to all spheres of individual and 
communal life. Only ignorance or insincerity 
can dare to assert that the introduction of 
Christianity was a misfortune for Germany. 
Over 1,000 years of history prove the con- 
trary. Standing on the foundation of Chris- 
tian faith and life, the. German people 
ascended, in the political, economic, intel- 
lectual and cultural spheres, to a place of 
first rank among the nations of the Western 
world. .. At all times the truth of the 
Apostle’ s message—that salvation lies in 
Christ alone and that no other name is given 
to mankind by which to gain salvation—has 
proved itself. All the intellectual movements, 
all the purely temporal ideologies which 
moved away from the Christian faith have 
revealed themselves as paths of error and 
have ended in bitter disappointments. In the 


end, every time, there was the warning: 


Return to the Lord your God; return to 


Christ, for He alone is the Light of the 


World, He alone is our road, truth and life. 
Com- 


peace and freedom, 


ion engi own God according to their wishes 
and ideas, or a special God manifested only in 
_ their own nation and race. 
Pius XI addressed warning words: 
‘superficial minds can fall into the heresy 
01 speaking about a national God, a national 


To them Pope 
‘Only 


ane and can vainly presume to attempt 


to imprison God the Maker of this world, 


the Law-Giver of all peoples, beside whose 
greatness the nations are as drops in a pail 


. of water—within the confines of one people, 


within the narrow genetic properties carried 
by the blood of one race! God does not exist 
for our glory and to serve us. On the con- 
trary, it is our most sacred task and the goal 
of our lives to render homage to God, to love 
Him and serve Him. The great Command- 
ment which stands before the others says: 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy’ God and 
Him only shalt thou serve.’ 


Prayer not Outmoded 


“Prayer and the service of God are there- 
fore sacred duties-for all people and all times. 
Prayer, frequent prayer, prayer from the 
depth of faith, is needed more than ever in 
times as hard as ours. Then the bond that 
links us with God must be knit and strength- 
ened every day. Individual prayer, family 
prayer and public communal prayer must 
therefore be considered sacred duties and be 
held in high respect. Prayer and service must 
not be rated lowly nor impeded, far less 
prevented. Especially on Sunday, the service 
of God must rank above all other duties or 
exercises. Youth must be educated to the 
knowledge that the observance of Lord’s Day 
and Divine Service are strict duties. Youth 
must not grow up under the impression that 
prayer, service and the receiving of the 
sacraments are meaningless, superfluous and 
obsolete. The saying of St. Augustine, that 


he who has ceased to pray rightly has also 


. 


ceased to live rightly, is a profound warning 
to our age, to youth in particular. In the 
spirit of Christ’s admonition: ‘Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of God and of His righteous- 
ness,’ we beg God Almighty in our first and 
most fervent prayer: ‘O Father in Heaven, 
without Whom we can achieve nothing and 
from Whom every good comes, keep for us, 


. as the most precious and most needed of all 


possessions, the Christian faith; keep and 
strengthen the ancient venerable and benefi- 
cent bonds between the German people and 


the religion of Jesus Christ. Grant that we 


may become earnest and profound in the 
acceptance of our sacred creed. Let us so live 
our earthly life, that we may gain eternal — 
life.’ ” 


“The Fight Against the Christian Faith” 


The letter then dealt with practical war- 
time problems, especially with the social and 
human problems brought about by evacua- 


Feat tion, aor hen ‘eluded the é followin. murine 
_-passage, in which “the fight against the 
Christian faith” was once more severely 


condemned. 


“Common danger and common suffering | 


demand unity. What disturbs unity and 


internal peace must be rigorously excluded . 


and avoided. 

“We would be well pleased if in the present 
dangerous and difficult situation of our 
Fatherland everything that endangers and 
prevents the unity and the peace of the people 
should be avoided. But unfortunately we 
must state with profound regret that the 
fight against the Christian faith and against 
the Church of Jesus Christ is still being 
waged, that school and instruction are still 
used to a large extent to de-Christianise the 
people and especially youth, that evacuees in 
camps, boarding schools and scholars’ hostels 
are refused religious instruction, that it is 


often made difficult or impossible for children | 
.to go to Church and receive the Holy Sacra- 


ment, that on many Christians severe moral 
pressure is still exerted, which in the Warthe- 
gau amounts to almost complete suppression 
of the exercise of the Christian religion. 
“We must regret that eyen to-day the 
holding of Christian services is made difficult 
or prevented, that after a night air raid 
alarm religious services are subject to emer- 
gency law, and that on Christian Holy Days, 
even the purely religious Service in the 


‘Church is subjected to burdensome restric- 


tions. How sad it is that these and other 
violations of the right and the liberty of the 
Christian religion prevent the internal peace 
and unity of the German people in this diffi- 
cult time. May the Lord God grant that at 
long last all suppression of the Church and 
Christianity may end, and that in need and 


_ danger we stand united as the Christian 


German people.” 


DUTCH CLERGY FACE THEIR 
EVACUATION PROBLEMS 
’ British clergy who remember the problems 


presented to them by evacuation at the be- 
ginning of the war will read with interest the 


following extract from a Dutch paper (Her- 


vormd Nederland, 29.7.43), in which similar 
problems in occupied ‘Holland are described. 

The paper states that the Dutch popula- 
tion is more intermingled than ever. For- 
merly there was only a limited mingling of 
the people, occurring only during the holiday 
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- found they had to listen to God’s word, and 
‘receive the Sacrament in a strange parish. 


many evacuees, separated eran their religio 
circle, have been disconcerted when they 


There is a great danger in this. These 
evacuees may easily stray from the Church 


because they miss the tradition of their own | 


circle, their own pastor’s way of. preaching, 
and everything familiar. 

“In the places they go to, especially in 
the country, local tradition does not tolerate 


the introduction of strange guests. A.parish 


which receives evacuees should not neglect 
them—parishioners should visit them on 
their arrival and ascertain if they can be 
found places within the church. If every- 
one endeavoured to see that evacuation did 
not cause any religious prejudices, the 
evacuees could profit from their stay in 
strange parishes. They will not attach so 


much importance to personalities in the a 
parish, to the pastor or to the parishioners, 


and they will be more able to see the religious 
community as a whole. Those people who 
come from towns will be able to learn in 
these villages to sing more slowly, to listen 
to the organ during the collection, and to rid 
themselves of the townsman’s habitual haste, 
which is displayed even in church. 
_ “In this case, evacuation may serve a 
useful purpose. In every way, people must 


try to help each other, to listen to each other, - 
and to help towards a brotherhood which — 


would have seemed impossible 
strangers not so very long ago.’ 


among 


AMERICAN ENVOY PRAISES BRITISH — 


WELCOME FOR U.S. TROOPS 


The Rev. W. B. Pugh, chairman of the 
General Protestant» Commission on U.S. 
Army and Navy Chaplains, is in Britain 
continuing the work which was tragically 


interrupted by the death of Bishop Leonard. if 


According to the New York Post (August 


31st, 1943), Mr. Pugh said recently that he © 


would like "to. impress upon the people of 
America the fact that the Churches of the 
British Isles have opened their doors to all 
our troops. : 
“The rectors and ministers have gone to 
our chaplains and officers and told them the — 
Churches were theirs to use while they were 
in Britain,” he added. “It is a demonstration 
of Church sie without Parallel. ve 


